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THIS IS THE MOST SIGNIFICANT PART OF THE BRADSHER ARTICLE. 

SAIGON DOUBTFUL OF EARLY TRUCE. 

BY HENRY S. BRADSHER, STAR- NEWS STAFF WRITER. 

SAIGON - THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT DOES NOT 
EXPECT ANY TIME SOON A RESOLUTION OF THE SHARP DISAGREEMENT 
BETWEEN SAIGON AND HANOI ON TERMS FOR PEACE SETTLEMENT, 

HIGH GOVERNMENT SOURCES SAID TODAY. 

AS VIEWED BY THESE SOURCES, WHO ARE CLOSE TO THE NEGOTIA- 
TIONS, PEACE TALKS ARE NOT "ON TRACK," AS HAS BEEN CLAIMED 
BY OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON. 

PEACE IS NOT AT HAND, CONTRARY TO HENRY A. KISSINGER, 

THE SOURCES INDICATED. 

WHEN GEN. ALEXANDER M. HAIG JR., THE DEPUTY TO PEACE 
NEGOTIATOR KISSINGER, BEGINS TALKS HERE TOMORROW HE WILL BE 
TOLD THAT SOUTH VIETNAM IS FIRMLY COMMITTED TO ITS THREE 
BASIC OBJECTIONS TO THE DRAFT PEACE AGREEMENT, THE SOURCES 
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THE SOURCES EXPRESSED DOUBT THAT THERE WAS ANY PROSPECT 
FOR PROGRESS IN A NEW MEETING BETWEEN KISSINGER AND THE 
NORTH VIETNAMESE NEGOTIATOR, LE DUC THO, AT THIS TIME, CALL- 
ING THE POSITIONS OF NORTH AND SOUTH VIETNAM TOO FAR APART. 

THIS IS CONTRARY TO THE WORD FROM OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON. 
THE SOURCES HERE, WHO CHOSE TODAY TO GRANT A LONG-PENDING 
INTERVIEW, DECLINED TO BE PUBLICLY IDENTIFIED. 

AS THESE SOURCES SAW THE SITUATION, NORTH VIETNAM IS 
INSISTING THAT IT WILL MEET KISSINGER ONLY TO TIE UP DETAILS 

OF SIGNING THE EXISTING AGREEMENT. 

BUT THE GOVERNMENT OF PRESIDENT NGUYEN VAN THIEU INSISTS 
THAT WHAT IS NEEDED NOW IS FOR THE BASIC STRUCTURE OF THE 

AGREEMENT TO BE RENEGOTIATED. 

SINCE HANOI HAS PUBLICLY REFUSED TO DO THIS, A MEETING 

APPEARS UNLIKELY. 

THE THREE BASIC POINTS WHICH THIEU'S GOVERNMENT REQUIRES 
IN ANY AGREEMENT, ACCORDING TO THE SOURCES, ARE: 

THE REAFFIRMATION OF THE SANCTITY OF THE DEMILITARIZED 
ZONE AS A TRULY NEUTRAL BUFFER BETWEEN SOUTH AND NORTH 
VIETNAM. 

— THE WITHDRAWAL OF ALL NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS FROM THE 
SOUTH. ESTIMATED IN WASHINGTON AT ABOUT 145,000, THEY ARE 
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SAID BY THIEU’ S GOVERNMENT TO NUMBER AT LEASE 300,000, 
INCLUDING NORTHERN SOLDIERS ASSIGNED TO VIET CONG UNITS. 

(HOWEVER, THIEU WAS REPORTED BY THE SAIGON NEWSPAPER 
TIN SONG TO BE WILLING TO ACCEPT A PARTIAL WITHDRAWAL OF 
NORTH VIETNAMESE TROOPS NOW IN THE SOUTH AND CONCENTRATION 
OF THEM IN LIMITED AREAS. THE PAPER IS BELIEVED TO BE 
CONTROLLED BY THE PRESIDENTIAL PALACE AND TO REFLECT THIEU’ S 

THINKING.) 

-- THE ASSURANCE OF SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE SOUTH 
VIETNAMESE PEOPLE. AS DEFINED HERE, THIS WOULD PREVENT ANY 
TORM OF COALITION WITH THE COMMUNISTS, INCLUDING THE RECON- 
CILIATION COUNCIL IN THE DRAFT PEACE AGREEMENT, WHICH IS 
REGARDED AS A DISGUISED COALITION. 

WHILE SOUTH VIETNAM FLATLY INSISTS UPON THESE POINTS, 

THE SOURCES SAID, NORTH VIETNAM’S PUBLIC POSTURE MAKES ACCEPT- 
ANCE OF THEM IMPOSSIBLE. 

PERHAPS, AFTER A COOLING-OFF PERIOD OF SEVERAL MONTHS, 

HANOI MIGHT RECONSIDER, THE SOURCES SUGGESTED, BUT THEY 
WERE NOT EVEN VERY HOPEFUL OF THAT. 

THE SOURCES FLATLY RULED OUT ANY COMPROMISE BY THIEU* S 
GOVERNMENT, ALTHOUGH THIS HAS BEEN REPEATEDLY RUMORED. 
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